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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

July/August NEWSLETTER 2018 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

 

We have our Horticultural Show in July.  We hope to 
see lots of members and visitors there.  We are a 
little smaller than Chelsea but can look forward to a 
magnificent display.  It costs nothing to enter so join 
in the fun.  We shall be having afternoon tea and 
cakes after the judging.  So come and join us. 

 

This year seems to have flown by at an alarming 
rate.  I noticed that there was a poster in the Kings 
Arms offering their Christmas menu!  We haven’t 
had our Harvest Supper yet.  Detail of this will be 
announced at the next meeting. 

 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

ANNUAL SHOW  

Saturday 28 July 2018, 1.30 – 4.00pm 
What weather we have been having! – let us just hope we got the date right for our Show.   

You all should have your schedules and I do hope you will find something to enter into our 
show.   

We are always looking for help taking entries at the Riverside Community Centre on the Friday evening between 
6.30 and 8.15pm – and, of course, on the Saturday.  There are several jobs we need help with – if everything runs 
smoothly you may not have to do much but if we get an unforeseen problem we will need all the help we can get.  
All the printing has been done, new prize cards and certificates and forms to record every result.  We are going to 
set up the hall at 8.00am and plan to have all the tables up and papered, the space for the classes set out and 
ready by 9.00am.   We can then do no more. 

Please come along – try to bring an extra entry – and then join us all for teas in the afternoon. 

Derek  

 

Annual Sale – Thank you! 

We are getting used to setting up the Market Cross and by 6.30am we were ready to take the plants on board.  
The weather was dull, with a little rain, which resulted in the footfall in Malmesbury being quite light and sales 
were slow.  The supply of plants was slightly down on last year, but what plants we had sold well and trade was 
quite good.  There was a big demand for runner beans and other vegetables. 

The takings on the day were over £450 but, allowing for the cost of Dobies plants, the profit will be down on 
previous years.  

The raffle made over £60 and the cake stall made £30. 

I would like to thank you all for your effort, whether you helped in any way on the day by donating plants or came 
along and purchased plants. 

Thanks once again  
Graham (Plant Sale Organiser) 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Saturday 28 July 2018 
1.30 – 4.00 pm  

Charlton Village Hall 

Annual Open Show 
 

 

 

 

 

Further details of these open gardens can be found in the ‘Yellow 
Book’ or on the NGS website: http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-
garden.aspx 

 

 
Sunday 1 July 

Broadleas House Gardens, Devizes SN10 5JQ 
Dane Brook, Milkhouse Water, Pewsey, SN9 5JX 
 
Saturday 7 July 
Pear Cottage, 28 Pans Lane, Devizes, SN10 5AF 
1 Southview, Wick Lane, Devizes, SN10 5DR 
  
Sunday 8 July 
New Cherry Orchard Barn, Cherry Orchard Lane, 
Luckington, SN14 6NZ 
Duck Pond Barn, Church Lane, Wingfield, 
Trowbridge, BA14 9LW 
84 Studley Lane, Studley, Calne, SN11 9NH 
   
Thursday 12 and Friday 13 July 
Windmill Cottage, Kings Road, Market Lavington, 
SN10 4QB 
 
Sunday 22 July 
Twigs Community Garden, Manor Garden Centre, 
Cheney Manor, Swindon, SN2 2QJ 

  

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 July 
Dane Brook, Milkhouse Water, Pewsey, SN9 5JX 
   
Sunday 29 July and Sunday 5 August 
Crofton Lock House, Crofton, Great Bedwyn, 
Marlborough, SN8 3DW 
 
Sunday 29 July 
130 Ladyfield Road & Hungerdown Allotments, 
Ladyfield Road, Chippenham, SN14 0AP 
 
Friday 10 and Saturday 11 August 
Woolley Grange Hotel, Woolley Green, Bradford-on-
Avon, BA15 1TX 
 
Sunday 19 August 
The Old Mill, Ramsbury, SN8 2PN 

  

Tasks for July/August  

 

 Spray roses against pests/diseases and dead 
head  

 Prune shrubs that have finished flowering: 
spire, broom japonica etc.  

 Continue to tie in tall-growing perennials as 
necessary  

 Prune hard back bearded iris and apply general 
fertilizer a 2 oz per sq yd  

 Prune winter flowering heathers, to promote 
new growth for the coming winter 

 Feed tubs and hanging baskets at ten day 
intervals  

 Protect ripening fruit from birds  

 Raise mower height in dry weather 

 Complete planting of half hardy annuals 

 Prune back one or two blackcurrant canes to 
promote new growth (pick crop first) 

 Tie in new growth of loganberry and blackberry 

 For yellowing of raspberry leaf, water in 
sequesterine of iron as directed 

 Complete brassica planting, protect against 
pigeons 

 Spray all brassica plants against caterpillars 

 Complete late plantings of leeks, peas, beetroot 
and spinach 

 Sow spring cabbage seed 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 
having to put 3ft high mesh wire around my rose 
beds to stop rabbits from eating the young shoots 
does not look very nice. Saying that, with the 
roses protected and wire removed, it was all 
worth it – what a show!  

Small bulbs for the rockery . . . . 
As I promised in the March/April newsletter, many 
small bulbs can be planted in the autumn to give 
you an early start with colour in your garden.  I 
have grown many tall alliums in my time, but 
there are short varieties too –  A. camelian, multi-
headed with pink/white small flowers, ht. 25cm;  
A. flavum, multi-headed with small yellow flowers, 
ht. 35cm; and A. cowanii, again multi-headed with 
white flowers, ht. 35cm.   

Anemones come in a number of varieties and 
heights, lending themselves to a rockery – A.  
blanda var. Violet star, violet with a white centre, 
ht. 10cm; A. ranunculoides, deep yellow, ht. 10cm; 
and A. blanda var. Charmer, pure pink, ht. 15cm. 
All flower March/April.  

Fritillaria or fritillary 
have nodding bell-
shaped flowers. F. 
michailovsky has 
roundish, reddish 
purple tipped deep 
yellow flowers, ht. 
20cm.  

Iris reticulata gives a 
marvellous display in 
February. All are 10-
15cm in height. Here are just a few:  I.r. Natasha, 
white, veined green yellow; I.r. Cantab, blue, 
orange tongue; I.r. Harmony, violet blue, 
yellow/white tongue; I.r. Pauline, rich purple. 

Oxalis or wood sorrel has a number of good short 
varieties. O. adenophylla is one I have grown for a 
number of years. Small bulbs produce multi-
headed lilac pink flowers, ht. 10cm. O. triangularis 
has multiple white flowers with purple red leaves, 
ht. 15cm. Scilla or squill bluebell variety bifolia 

looks like a miniature hyacinth; other varieties 
include white, blue and rose colours, ht. 12cm. 

Lastly, there is Ipheion or spring starflower. 
Varieties include I. Charlotte Bishop, bright pink; I. 
White Star, multi-headed white; and I. Jessie, 
deep blue. All flower May/June, ht. 25cm.  

Keith’s choice plant . . . .  
Puschkinia libanotica:  striped squill or Lebanon 
squill. Flower spikes bear many bell-shaped pale 
silver blue-tinted white flowers in March/April, ht. 
15cm.  

 
 
No disease please . . . . 
Bulb scale mite:  whitish brown mites barely 
visible to the naked eye feed on the bulb causing 
distortion and stunted growth, flower stem and 
leaves are also affected. No chemical is available 
to gardeners. Control by lifting infected bulbs,  
drench area with Jeyes fluid and do not plant in or 
around this area for several years. 
 

Plants to enjoy in July/August  
Agapanthus, Helenium, Hypericum, Passiflora (passion 
flower), Phlox, Verbascum (mullein). 

Bulbs to enjoy in July/August 
Acidanthera, Crinum powellii, Galtonia (Hyacinthus) 
candicans, Ixia, Montbretia, Nerine var. bowdenii.                    
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  
ground elder can be a problem. I was recently 
asked if there is any other way of getting rid of it 
other than spraying with a weedkiller. So long as 
the area in question is not too big, cut any growth 
down to ground level and cover the area with 
black polythene; leave in place for a year. When 
you remove the polythene the ground elder will 
all be on the surface and easy to remove. There 
will only be a few of what I call main tap roots 
which will need to be dug out. 

Herbs . . . .  
I just touched on a few herbs in the March/April 
2017 Newsletter. Prior to that it was six years ago. 
Some of the herbs I always use are basil, planted 
between my tomato plants to keep whitefly 
(aphids) away, and parsley rosemary, mint and 
chives, planted in pots just outside the kitchen 

door. Borage attracts 
countless bees so this is 
planted in the vegetable 
plot to help with 
pollination  of the 
vegetable plants. Other 
herbs you can put in 
pots close to your 

kitchen include thyme, tarragon and annual herbs 
such as chervil, coriander and dill. All these potted  
plants will happily grow in the ground. Herbs that 
can get rather big, like bay, sage, rosemary, fennel 
and lovage, are best planted in the ground; they 
will however be quite happy in pots.  

Mint comes in great variety, so here are just a 
few:  variegated ginger mint, ht. 18”; apple mint, 
ht. 3ft; peppermint, ht. 2ft. 

Sage also has a number of good varieties, 
including: S. icterina or golden sage; S. tricolour,  a 
purple red sage; and S. latifolia, the broad leaved 
sage. These can be planted in a mixed border as 
they all have attractive foliage. Remember to 
prune after flowering as they can get quite big.  

Some other herbs you could try include, bergamot 
(Monarda didyma), wonderful flowers in shades of 
red, pink, mauve and white – one for the border – 
leaves and flowers can be used fresh for 
flavouring summer drinks. Hyssop, an evergreen 

hardy shrub, has leaves that are are bitter and 
mint flavoured; flowers and tops can be used with 
game meat and salads. French sorrel has dark 
glossy leaves topped by clusters of red flowers. 
Harvest leaves when young for flavouring salads 
sandwiches and soups. 

Seasonal  activities . . . .  
Continue to sow lettuce and radish to keep a 
continuation for the summer. The asparagus will 
be showing its fern at this time of year. Watch out 
for asparagus beetle as they will decimate all the 
ferny tops; spray with Bug Clear as directed. Spray 
potato haulms (tops) with fungicide against blight. 
Watch for aphids, white- or greenfly, on brassicas 
and runner beans; spray with Bug Clear in the 
evening. Earth up leeks for that long white shank. 
When sowing peas, cover the rows with mesh as 
birds love to pull them out only to leave them on 
the surface of the soil. In this dry weather 
seedlings will be vulnerable to attack from flea 
beetle. This shows as hundreds of tiny holes in the 
leaves. Should the weather continue through July 
and August, the beetles will completely destroy 
any seedlings. They don’t like it wet so water your 
seedlings most evenings (yes, they could wear 
boots to keep their feet dry!). If the problem 
persists spray with Bug Clear in the evening.  

Keith’s choice 
vegetable . . . . 
Climbing French bean var. 
Purple cascade:  a heavy 
yielding, early cropping variety. 

Slim purple pods retain colour after stir frying and 
light steaming.  

No herb nightmares . . . .  
Mint beetle:  emerald green round beetles eat 
holes in leaves mid to late summer, the small 
black larvae also feed on the leaves. Infestations 
are generally small and removal by hand is the 
best remedy as they are easy to see. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in July/August 

Spring onion, beetroot, peas, salad leaves, carrots, potatoes, 
spinach beet (swiss chard), calabrese (green sprouting), 
dwarf French beans, self-blanching celery, cucumbers, 
cabbage, spinach, courgettes, runner beans, tomatoes, 
onions, cauliflower, radish.  
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Recipe  

 

Blackcurrant vodka . . . .  

Ingredients 

250g fresh or frozen blackcurrants 

1 litre bottle vodka 
175g caster sugar 

 

Method 

1. Prick each currant a couple of times with a fork and layer up with the sugar in a sterilized Kilner 
jar. 

2. Pour over the vodka and leave for 2 weeks, shaking the jar each day. 
3. Strain and decant into decorative bottles.  Seal and label. 

Ellie  
 

A request for help . . . . 
I have been asked if any of our members would be interested in working as a volunteer with the National 
Garden Scheme (the yellow book), to cover the northern part of Wiltshire.  If so, please let me know and I can 
put you in contact with the organisers.  Duties include: 

 Finding new gardens 

 Ensuring that garden owners are equipped to deal with their open days from the point of view of 
stationery, sufficient posters, signs and advice where needed 

 Usually paying a visit to each of the gardens on your patch at least once a year, particularly those new to 
the scheme 

 Keeping track of online forms to ensure they are completed by the deadline and checked (the preview 
page on the online registration system now makes this task much easier) 

 Distributing posters and stationery as necessary at the start of the year likewise delivering booklets to 
outlets and garden centres etc in February 

 Emailing Head Office with any changes, e.g. contact details, website changes for the garden entries, last 
minute cancellations and pop-up openings. 

 
 
 

Alison Goodall (argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk) 
 

 
 
      

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

Oh dear – it’s the weather again! First it was too cold, then it was too wet, and now 
it is just too hot and dry.  If we are to cope with climate change, it seems we will 
have to get used to gardening in a different way. Think Mediterranean: olives, 
tomatoes, peaches, sweet bay, cypress, star jasmine (Trachelospermum), 
agapanthus and all those colourful pelargoniums in big terracotta pots. 

Meanwhile, I have been enjoying a trips to see some gardens in the Peak District. 
Highlights were a sunken prairie-style garden at Thornbridge Hall, planted with grasses and a meandering 
swathe of Salvia ‘Caradonna’ and orange Geum, and of course, the profusion of roses at Haddon Hall. 

Alison 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cranberry
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk

